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Immanuel United Church of Christ  

118 Oak Street  

Neenah, WI  54956-3034 

         

 

       MAY  NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 

May Birthdays 
                       

          
     Anniversary Blessings 

       Tammy Welson May 1 
       Arlene Bokelman May 5 
       Jennifer Grossen & Dave Henderson May 12 
       Bob & Jean Vande Hey May 31 

                            
   

 
 

    
       

       
 

  

 

 

 

 

Paul Armstrong May 1 
Pauline Johnson May 2 
Scott Mueller May 8 
Makenna Johnson May 13 
Carla Lincoln May 14 
Marvin Swichtenberg May 21 
Cindy Anderson May 25 
Doug Armstrong May 27 
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Immanuel United  
Church of Christ 

118 Oak Street, Neenah, WI  54956     
Church email:        

iuccneenah@sbcglobal.net       
Phone:  (920) 722-0381       

              Web site:  www.iuccneenah.org 
 
CRUCIFIXION & RESURRECTION: A GIFT 
OF LOVE . . . . 
 
   Last month we celebrated Easter and gave 
thanks for the gift of love that flowed from the 
empty tomb.  Now, as May dawns upon us, we 
await Ascension Day and Pentecost as the 
ministry of Jesus becomes the ministry of his 
Church.  In this month of renewal, as we watch 
the natural world awaken from winter and 
blossom into summer, we Christians are also in 
a season of renewal, preparing to carry on all 
that Jesus started. 
   Because we are in a season of change and 
renewal, it might be good for us to reflect for a 
moment on what our Lord’s resurrection is all 
about.  It is, after all, the foundation on which the 
Church is built. 
   The world in which Jesus lived was a harsh 
and judgmental one.  Jewish laws were guilt-
oriented.  When a law was broken, one had to 
go to the temple and make the proper sacrifice 
to “erase” the sin and restore one’s standing 
with God.  There were so many such laws that 
one could not make it through the day without 
breaking at least one of them.  A faithful Jew 
lived in a constant state of guilt. This, of course, 
led to a wonderful system at the temple.  
Persons seldom had a dove, a lamb, or the 
proper grain offering with them when they 
needed to atone for their sins, so these were 
always available at the temple, where for the 
right price one could purchase the required 
animal or grain, and then make their sacrifice.  It 
was a booming business that took advantage of 
those who wanted to atone for their mistakes—
the prices were always high, and seldom on 
sale. 
   Jesus came to confront this flawed system 
with the power of God’s grace and love.  He 

drove the money-changers and merchants from 
the temple.  He confronted the Pharisees, 
scribes, and temple officials with their inhumane 
and grace-less ways.  He declared that God’s 
Kingdom was based on grace, not on laws that 
prey on guilt.  God’s rule was not about 
measuring up or making amends.  It was about 
celebrating love and living by grace. 
    So, in the resurrection we experience the 
most wonderful gift of love ever seen.  John 
proclaims the gift in his gospel: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish, but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16 
NRSV) The events surrounding Easter point us 
to our purpose as followers of Jesus.  We 
proclaim the power of love, and gracefully share 
it with the world—at least that is what is 
supposed to happen! 
   Sadly, we human beings have trouble 
shedding our penchant for guilt.  Guilt is a 
wonderful tool.  When you can make someone 
feel guilty, you have power over them.  The 
Pharisees and the scribes knew that, and they 
used the power of guilt to control the Jewish 
people.  In today’s world, we often mimic their 
behavior.  We opt for guilt instead of grace.  We 
seek to control others with their feelings of 
inadequacy. We tend to make people feel “less 
than” instead of “more than” as we communicate 
the message of the gospel.  How often have we 
passed those billboards that declare that Jesus 
died for the sins of the world?  How many times 
have preachers railed at their congregations 
saying, “Jesus Christ died for you, you 
miserable sinner!”?  Sadly, we do it much more 
often than is helpful—or truthful.  Jesus was not 
a sin offering.  He was a love offering!  God did 
not send Jesus to be a sacrifice for our sins, but 
to be a gift of love that would restore our 
relationship to God, renewing us in mind and 
spirit so that we might better serve God’s 
purpose of love and reconciliation.  
   Yes, we humans are a sinful bunch.  We let 
greed and power distort our thinking.  Surely we 
are all in need of forgiveness.  That, however, 
does not make Jesus a sacrifice to sin.  Rather, 
Jesus gives himself out of love.  He clearly 
stated this to his disciples when he said, “No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.” (John 15:13 NRSV)  Jesus 
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does not rail at the disciples declaring that he 
has to die because of their sin.  Rather, he 
tenderly encourages them to love the way he 
loves and to see his life as the greatest gift of 
love.  Jesus urges them to do the same—to love 
with reckless abandon. 
   Sometimes I think that we Christians have 
trouble giving up the “guilt card”.  We play that 
card too much, using guilt as a weapon of 
intimidation.  Is it any wonder that many persons 
who believe in God and in Jesus choose not to 
come to church?  Who wants or needs another 
guilt trip? 
   I think it is time for us to reclaim the rightful 
foundation of all that we do.  We do not build on 
guilt, but on grace.  We were not called by Christ 
to stand in judgment of others, but to love others 
and restore their value as blessed children of 
God. 
   As we prepare for Ascension Day and the 
birthday of the Church on Pentecost, we would 
do well to re-claim our rightful role as followers 
of Jesus.  We are dispensers of love and 
grace—nothing more, and nothing less. 
 
                             Peace and Joy,     Pastor Tom 
 

 
SECOND NOTICE OF: 

Congregational Meeting 
May 7, 2023 

 
After the Church Service at 10:30am. 

 
1. We need your input to decide on the 

type of roof repair for the flat roof on Me-

morial Hall, and the 2 dormers on the 

church building. 

a. Decide what type of repair or re-

placement proposal we should ac-

cept. 

b. How much should we spend and 

how do we fund the expense? 

c. Repairs or replacement needs to be 

done immediately, because of leaks 

last Fall and this Spring! 

d. Repair cost can range from $15,000 

to $30,000. 

e. Replacement cost can range from 

$15,000 to $68,000. 

2. We need the Church Family’s help in 

deciding the future direction of Imman-

uel. 

a. Review our financial status. 

b. We need know your personal 

commitment for the decision that 

we make about our roofing need 

and other large projects or emer-

gencies in the future. 

c. Please make every effort to par-

ticipate in this decision making 

opportunity by asking questions 

and making suggestions to the 

Council members and the Pastor. 

d. Please make every effort to at-

tend the meeting, if you need a 

ride, we can provide one for you. 

Thank you and God Bless you,  
 
We Pray that God will Guide us in our Deci-
sions, 
 
Chuck Wolf, Council President 
 
 
Note from Treasurer 
 
If you have not filled out and submitted 
your 2023 pledge form please do so ASAP. 
We will be relying on the pledges as input 
for the decision making process in deter-
mining the future of our church. Pledge 
forms can be requested from Heather and 
returned by mail or dropped in the collec-
tion plate in an envelope marked attention 
“Financial Secretary”. 
 
Thank you – Bob Vande Hey - Treasurer 
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Prayer List 
     Jeanette Fitzgerald 

        Beverly Wilfling   
Larry Schroeder  

Devon Dictus   
Aaron Samonis                                         

                                                     
 
 

EMERGENCY AND PASTORAL 
CARE PHONE NUMBER 

If you are in need of emergency 

Pastoral Care please call the church 

at 920-722-0381 or Heather 920-734-

7843. Pastor Tom’s cell phone 920-268-

5757.  Please leave a detailed message.  On 

the message, talk slowly and leave:   1. Your 

name and phone number; 2. Which hospital 

and who the person is and room number; 3. 

Anything else necessary that would help him 

understand the situation.  For any other 

business matters, call Chuck Wolf at 920-

585-4957 or Gary Joosten at 920-810-

2962. 

 

IUCC Community Meal 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays of Every Month  
                       5:00 – 6:30 PM  
The IUCC/New Hope Lutheran Community 
Meal Program is a non-profit 501c3 under 
IUCC and all donations are tax deductible.  
Send your donations payable to: IUCC (note 
on memo line “Community Meal”) and mail to 
IUCC 118 Oak St., Neenah, WI 54956. 
Donations are always welcome. The 
community meal account balance is getting 
very low, any donations would be greatly 
appreciated. We always need paper products 
(toilet paper, plates and napkins, garbage 
bags-large black), and cleaning supplies.   
Also, beef and chicken broth, V8 juice, fruit 
juices, tuna, peanut butter, soups, and box 
meal mixes.  We also accept frozen meat 
products such as turkey, chicken, ham, stew 
meats, etc.  Contact the office before dropping 
off (920-722-0381). 

Please note that the Wednesday’s have 
changed. It will be the second and fourth 
Wed of each month. 

 

 

 

 

On the menu: 

5/10:    

5/24: Ham loaf 

Food Pantry is open on Wednesday 12:30-
2:30pm.  A big thank you to New Hope and 
Kathy Radtke for continuously donating to 
our food pantry. 

The pantry hours will be 12:30 to 2:30pm 

On Community Meal nights, the second and 
fourth Wed of the month. 

 

 

IMMANUEL UCC OFFICE HOURS 

   DAY TIME PERSON(S) 
 
Tuesday 10am-1pm  Heather 
  10am – 1pm  Pastor 
Wednesday 10 am – 1pm  Heather 
  12pm – 3pm  Pastor 
Thursday 10am – 1pm           Heather  
       10am – 1pm  Pastor 
Hours subject to change 
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Attendance for the month in 
person, online and DVD: 
 

4/2: 16,  
4/7: 
4/9: 
4/16: 9,  
4/23: 18,  
4/30: 

 
 
 
 

WE NEED READERS, 
GREETERS AND 

USHERS! PLEASE, IF 
YOU CAN HELP IT 

WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. 

PLEASE LET 
HEATHER KNOW. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Out to Lunch Bunch will 
meet May 5th at Papa’s  
Café. Please let Karen 
Koller know if you will 
be attending. 

 

 

 

May 7th we 
have a 

congregationa
l meeting after 

service, 
10:30am. 

Please attend, 
your vote 
counts! 
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If you can’t serve the week indicated, please exchange with 
someone else and call the church office Wednesday 
morning before 10:30 a.m.  We list the names in the bulletin 
and request you wear your name tag to acknowledge your help 
and also help others, especially guests and infrequent attendees, 
to get “names and faces” together.   
 

 M a y  -  J u n e ,  2 0 2 3 -  W O R S H I P  T I M E  9 : 3 0  A . M .  
                 

GREETERS Apr 30 May 7 May 14 May 21  

Doty Street Bob Vande Hey 
740-6177 

Chuck Wolf 
585-4957 

Judy Joosten 
810-2962 

Don Hessler 
585-2093 

 

Oak Street Jean Vande Hey 
707-0083 

Cindy Anderson 
727-4820 

Gary Joosten 
810-2962 

Heather Hessler  
734-7843 

 

Ushers Bob Vande Hey 
740-6177 

Chuck Wolf 
585-4957 

Judy Joosten 
810-2962 

Don Hessler 
585-2093 

 

Ushers Jean Vande Hey 
707-0083 

Cindy Anderson 
727-4820 

Gary Joosten 
810-2962 

Heather Hessler  
734-7843 

 

Reader Jean Vande Hey 
707-0083 

Cindy Anderson 
727-4820 

   

Communion Set 
Up 
 
Worship 
Technician  

Cindy Anderson 
727-4820 

 

    

 
GREETERS May 28 Jun 4 Jun 11 Jun 18 

Doty Street Chuck Wolf 
585-4957 

Bob Vande Hey 
740-6177 

Don Hessler 
585-2093 

Judy Joosten 
810-2962 

Oak Street Cindy Anderson 
727-4820 

Jean Vande Hey 
707-0083 

Heather Hessler  
734-7843 

Gary Joosten 
810-2962 

Ushers Chuck Wolf 
585-4957 

Bob Vande Hey 
740-6177 

Don Hessler 
585-2093 

Judy Joosten 
810-2962 

Ushers Cindy Anderson 
727-4820 

Jean Vande Hey 
707-0083 

Heather Hessler  
734-7843 

Gary Joosten 
810-2962 

Reader Cindy Anderson 
727-4820 

Jean Vande Hey 
707-0083 

  

Communion Set 
Up 
 

Cindy Anderson 
727-4820 

 

   

Please check the sign-up sheet and sign up to be a communion assistant the first Sunday of each 
month for Communion Sunday.  
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We are in need of more people for greeting, ushering and reading on Sunday mornings. If you 
are able to do either of these please let Heather know. 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
Tuesday, May 2 Scrip goes in 
 
Friday, May 5 Out to Lunch Bunch 1pm @ Papa’s Café 
 
Sunday, May 7 Service 9:30am Communion – Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 Ps 31:1-5,15-16, Acts 7:55-60, 1 Peter 2:2-10, John 14:1-14 
 
Sunday, May 7 Congregational meeting after service 10:30am 
 
Wednesday, May 10 Community Meal 5pm 
 
Sunday, May 14 Service 9:30am   –  Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Ps 66:8-20, Acts 17:22-31, 1 Peter 3:13-22, John 14:15-21 
 
Sunday, May 21 Service 9:30am –   Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 Ps 68:1-10,32-35, Acts 1:6-14, 1 Peter 4:12-14,5:6-11, John 17:1-11 

 Last day of Sunday school 
 
Sunday, May 21 Council meeting after service 10:30am  
 
Wednesday, May 24 Community Meal 5pm 
 
Sunday, May 28 Service 9:30am –  Pentecost Sunday 
 Ps 104:24-34,35b, Acts 2:1-21, 1 Cor 12:3b-13, John 20:19-23 
 
 
 
 
 
Services will be recorded each week and put on our website to be viewed. iuccneenah.org. 
Click “services” select the service date you want to view, click the start arrow in bottom left 
corner, adjust volume in right bottom speaker. If you don’t have internet service request a CD 
from Chuck or Heather. 
 
This calendar contains all information received by the church office as of Apr 20th. 
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• Bob provided printed financial reports for 

Mar 2023. 

• Bob also provided a printed report on his 

conversations with our property insurance 

provider.  He put forth three options for our 

policy. (A print out was included with the 

Agenda and Minutes.  After discussing the 

options, Bob asked for Council members to 

indicate which option they thought best.  A 

Motion was made by Gary, with a second 

by Judy, to place our coverage at 

$2,017,000.00 for an annual cost of 

$2,310.00. 

• Motion to approve the Treasurers report 

for Mar and pay the bills Made by Gary, 

Seconded by Karen. Motion carried. 

 

Staff reports 

 

Old Business 
• Doty street entrance lobby roof leading. 
UPDATE: leaking continues to be a challenge, 
especially in the lounge.  Patching has been 
done, and we will likely need to monitor the 
issue and do additional patching. UPDATE: 
Fundraiser? Bob, Gary and Chuck will have 
a conversation about this. UPDATE: We 
will be talking to Security Luebke Roofing 
who did our roof and get an estimate. 
UPDATE: We discussed the challenges of 
repairing the leaking roof on the educational 
wing.  Chuck has asked Security Luebke 
Roofing for a bid on a new membrane for the 
roof.  Bob has already gotten a bid for 
repairing the roof that would not require 
demolition of the old membrane and the 
installation of a new one.  As soon as we have 
both bids, we will compare them, choose an 
option, and then bring it to the congregation for 
approval.  To expedite the matter and prevent 
further leaks and the damages associated with 
them, Council will call a congregational 

meeting for Sunday, May 7, 2023, immediately 
following worship.  Council will meet on 
Sunday, April 30, 2023 to compare the bids 
and select the option that seems best. 

 

Media fund status. Chuck will have a 
breakdown cost for each item at the next 
meeting. UPDATE: Chuck shared a written 
report on the purchase of a new projector, 
screen, and laptop for use in worship, with 
each estimated at about $500.00.  He noted 
that new projectors present challenges 
regarding the ratio of height and depth of the 
picture which will make it more difficult to use 
in our setting.  He further noted that Pastor 
Tom’s projector, which has been used for the 
last year or so, is ideal, and he asked if Pastor 
Tom would be willing to sell his projector to the 
church to avoid the challenges of making a 
new one fit our screen.  Pastor Tom agreed to 
do so, suggesting that we could come to an 
agreeable price.  So the only items we need to 
purchase are a new laptop and screen, which 
was approved at a previous Council meeting. 

   

  Search Committee: Chuck and Karen G, 

Gary, Jean. UPDATE: Chuck will send out a 

report the end of the month so Jennifer will 

be able to complete the new profile.  

Update church profile: Jennifer (chair), 

Dave, Bob. Jennifer has started. Chuck 

provided some guidelines.  

Programs to bring in new members: Lisa, 
Pastor Tom, Judy, Anna. Chuck talked 
about making a flyer to pass around the 
neighborhood listing our programs. 
UPDATE: Lisa, Judy, Anna, and Pastor Tom 
will develop some of the ideas from “Birthing 
and Re-Birthing” to schedule events that invite 
our neighbors to join us.  Chuck is looking for 
help to distribute promotional flyers that have 
been developed. 

Develop an annual campaign:  Bob and 

Pastor Tom.   UPDATE: Birthing and 

rebirthing has finished. We will collect the 

information that is to come back and 

develop a plan. UPDATE: Bob and Chuck 

IUCC Council Meeting Highlights 

April 23, 2023 

 

 

- 
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asked Pastor Tom to give us an update in 

his next Pastor’s report.  UPDATE:   

New Business 

Building and Grounds 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee is work 

on the following; 

1. Calibration of the thermostat, in process.  
Chuck and Gary. UPDATE: Johnson Control 
will come and help set up. UPDATE: During 
the summer a procedure will be put 
together. UPDATE: Chuck noted that we still 
have not gotten all of the thermostats in the 
church recalibrated.  Since the heating season 
is now almost over, we have simply turned off 
the furnaces, and we get everything calibrated 
sometime this summer. 

2. Kitchen Stove, check on a flameless pilot 

light.  Chuck and Gary. UPDATE: We are 

getting estimates. The estimates will be 

discussed at next month’s council 

meeting. UPDATE: We need to make sure 

that the pilot light is totally off and no gas 

is leaking. UPDATE: Chuck and Gary will 

be switching out knobs. UPDATE: 

Looking into electronic igniters to replace 

the current pilot lights.  

3. Kitchen Exhaust, check on a fan upgrade.  

Chuck and Gary. UPDATE: We are getting 

estimates. The estimates will be discussed 

at next month’s council meeting. UPDATE: 

We are getting estimates. The estimates will 

be discussed at next month’s council 

meeting. 

 

Christian Education 

Last day of Sunday school is May 21st. 

 

Endowment Committee 

• Next meeting date? Depends on when/if 

they get a request for help! 

• Council will talk with the committee to 

determine what funds might be available to 

help with the costs of roof repair, and this 

information will be shared with the 

congregation at the Special Meeting on May 

7th. 

 

Worship Committee 

Meeting to be announced.  

 

Community Meal/Food Pantry 

• The hours for the pantry will be 12:30 to 

2:30pm on Community Meal days. We are 

currently serving 6 families. 

Administrative Issue 
Office computer: We are still learning how 
to use the updated programs. Chuck/Byron 
will come in and help Pastor and Heather 
with these new programs. UPDATE: Chuck 
is looking for a computer based learning 
program for them. 
 

Pastor Tom noted that he is now on some 

different drugs for his heart issues, and that 

they present certain side-effects that can 

make him tired and emotionally moody.  He 

asked for the Council’s understanding is 

such side-effects influence his work.  He 

also noted that he has several tests to go 

through and a possible cardia-conversion 

procedure, and that these appointments 

might effect his office hours for the next 

few weeks. 
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Fundraising 

• Scrip will continue every other month or 

monthly if we have enough orders to make it 

worthwhile. Make a purchase & get in the GC 

drawing. Scrip order will go in May 2nd, 2023 

if there are enough orders. Orders need to 

be into Heather by 9:30am.  Heather will 

send email to all members and friends of 

the church.  

• Out to lunch bunch will meet May 5, 

1pm @ Papa’s Cafe. Please call 

Karen Koller if you are attending.  

Next meeting dates: 

• May 7, 2023 Congregational meeting after 

service 10:30am 

• May 21, 2023 Council meeting after service 

10:30am  
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MAY 2023 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

       

 1 
 

2 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 

3 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 

4 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 

 5 
Out to Lunch 
Bunch 1pm @ 
Papa’s Cafe 

6 

7 
Worship Serv  
Communion 
9:30am 
Congregation 
mtg after serv 
10:30am 

8 

 
9 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 

10 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 
Comm Meal 
5pm 

11 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 
 

12 
 

13 
 

 

14 
Worship Serv 
Communion 
9:30am 

Happy 
Mother’s Day 

15 
 
 

16 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 
 

17 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 
 

18 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 

19 

 
20 

21 
Worship Serv 
9:30am 
Council mtg after 
serv 10:30am 
Last day of 
Sunday school 

22 
 

23 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 

24 
Heather 10-2 
Pastor 12-3 
Comm Meal 
5pm 

25 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 

26 27 

28 
Worship Serv 
9:30am 

29 
 

30 
Heather 10-1 
Pastor 12-3 

31 
Heather 10-2 
Pastor 12-3 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
   

 
  

 


